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January 2014 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
It is with pleasure that I write this letter of reference on behalf of Ms. Cortney Kittridge. I was 
her Field Coordinator during her student teaching placement in the fall of 2013. I am a 
recently retired 30-year elementary and middle school principal. In the roll of coordinator I 
had the opportunity to observe Cortney teach five lessons, interact with the students, as well 
as get feedback from her cooperating teacher, Mrs. Lynne Wieszala. Both during my own 
observations and in meetings with Mrs. Wieszala we determined that Cortney has what I 
would call the “it” factor. She has the heart of a teacher. 
 
It was quite evident from my first visit to her classroom at Marquette Elementary School, in 
the Muskegon Public School District, that Cortney not only has a passion for teaching, but 
even more importantly a passion for children. She truly embraced the students in this urban 
school setting. She would go above and beyond to find ways to help them not only be 
successful in school, but also get the necessities of life; food, coats in winter, and whatever 
family support she could enlist. Cortney never once displayed anything but an empathetic 
perspective. Always wanting to do what she could do help them. She would do this in a very 
positive and enthusiastic manner. 
 
In addition to a very strong affective side to her teaching, Cortney is also very organized and 
plans ahead. Her lessons were always complete and well designed. She is the kind of teacher 
who differentiates well for her students. She very quickly determined at Marquette which 
students would need extra help and/or extensions. She incorporates technology into her 
lessons. She would let the students know what the target learning areas were for each lesson. 
Cortney has excellent classroom management and communication skills. 
 
During her time at Marquette Cortney organized a family science night. She brought in 
outside resources, set up six stations and had food. The event was well attended. This is quite 
a coup for a student teacher. Mrs. Weiszala also noted she worked well with the staff. 
 
Cortney is very personable and inclusive of everyone in all settings in which I observed her.  
During our seminar, Cortney was all well-prepared, turned due items in on time and 
participated fully in seminar discussions. At the same time she is humble, and accepts ideas 
to enhance her teaching willingly.  
 
I would heartily endorse Cortney for any elementary teaching positions you have in your 
school. She will work hard, fit in and be a great addition to your staff. 
Please feel free to call me for more information. 
Best regards, 
 
Matt Hanichen, Field Coordinator GVSU 
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